Researchers have struggled to obtain a clear account of the evolution of prosocial behaviour despite a great deal of recent effort. The aim of this review is to take a brief step back from addressing the question of evolutionary origins of prosocial behaviour in order to identify contextual factors that are contributing to variation in the expression of prosocial behaviour and hindering progress towards identifying phylogenetic patterns. Most available data come from the Primate Order, and the choice of contextual factors to consider was informed by theory and practice, including the nature of the relationship between the potential donor and recipient, the communicative behaviour of the recipients, and features of the prosocial task including whether rewards are visible and whether the prosocial choice creates an inequity between actors. Conclusions are drawn about the facilitating or inhibiting impact of each of these factors on the expression of prosocial behaviour, and areas for future research are highlighted. Acknowledging the impact of these contextual features on the expression of prosocial behaviours should stimulate new research into the proximate mechanisms that drive these effects, yield experimental designs that better control for potential influences on prosocial expression, and ultimately allow progress towards reconstructing the evolutionary origins of prosocial behaviour. Ó
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Prosocial behaviour is any behaviour performed by one individual to alleviate another's need or improve their welfare. Despite much research effort, there has been a struggle to obtain a clear account of the phylogenetic emergence of prosociality (Silk 2008) . This may in part be because of the variation in circumstances that surround prosocial opportunities, as it is becoming increasingly evident that prosocial expression is largely affected by context (Cronin et al. 2010; Horner et al. 2011; Skerry et al. 2011 ). As will be discussed in turn, there are reasons to predict that the social relationships, behaviour of the subjects and the task design have influenced the expression of prosociality in experiments; the goal of this review is to make sense of the directionality of these influences and remobilize progress towards understanding the evolutionary origins of prosociality.
This review focuses on low-cost, simple behavioural acts characterized by one individual transferring a resource or allowing resource access to another. This scope has been chosen because paradigms that involve the provisioning of tangible resources to another have become widely used and are leading to the generation of hypotheses that involve the integration of numerous independently conducted experiments (e.g. Warneken & Tomasello 2009a, b; Silk & House 2011) . Thus, there exists a potentially rich source of comparative data that is poised to advance understanding of evolutionary trends in this domain of prosociality, once contextual influences are understood. Most data are from studies of nonhuman primates; in the last 10 years there have been over 30 experimental assessments of prosociality in nonhuman primates. Therefore, this review focuses primarily on nonhuman primates with data from other taxa included when available. The study of prosocial behaviour of humans, and children specifically, has a long history of experimentation that has been reviewed elsewhere (see Hay et al. 1999; Eisenberg et al. 2006; Warneken & Tomasello 2009b) ; however, an evaluation of how the contextual influences investigated here have influenced prosociality in children is included in the conclusion.
Two paradigms have been commonly used to measure prosociality. The first is the prosocial choice task (e.g. Silk et al. 2005) . In this task, the potential donor (hereafter 'donor' or 'actor') is typically offered the choice between one of two options. The first option provides a reward to the donor and the potential recipient (hereafter 'recipient'), commonly referred to as the '1/1' option to denote that one reward is acquired by the donor and one reward by the E-mail address: katherine.cronin@mpi.nl.
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